
How to File a Public Records Request or 
Freedom of Information Request



THE ARCHITECTURE OF LAPD SURVEILLANCE



Guiding Principles
• Not a moment in time but a continuation of 

history
• Creation of the “other”
• De-sensationalize the rhetoric of national 

security
• Anchored in human rights – the fight is to 

dismantle and not limited to constitutional or civil 
rights and civil liberties



What is a PRA or FOIA
 

• Public Records Request Act - The California State 
Legislature adopted the Public Records Act in 1968. It is 
designed to give the public access to information in the 
possession of public agencies

• Freedom of Information Act- Federal legislation 
adopted on July 4, 1965 that grants public access to 
documents or other data in the possession of a government 
agency or public authority



Why File a PRA or FOIA
• Build Community Power and Skills

• Build a Culture of Resistance and 
Self Reliance

• Expose Policing Tactics

• Transparency as a tactic and not 
the goal of Abolition



• What can I publicly find out about this issue? What 
is the existing research (academic articles, media, 
judicial actions)Who has done work on this before?

• Have I shared this idea with the community or larger 
group I am working with? What do we collectively 
know about this program, agency, problem?

• What do we want to know? Have I asked folks why 
we need to know this information or why it is 
important to them?

Steps in a Process





Role of Community & Lawyers
•

•

•

•

•



May 2017 PRA about 
Operation LASER



•Educate yourself and spread the information!
•Promote community safety that doesn’t involve these 
invasive, abusive agencies. 
•Get involved!

• Website: www.stoplapdspying.org 
• Email: stoplapdspying@gmail.com 
• Phone: (424) 209-7450

• Follow on Social Media:
o facebook.com/stoplapdspying
o twitter.com/stoplapdspying
o instagram.com/stoplapdspying

What can I do about it?


